Meaningful Use 101 (Series Part 1)
Implementation of electronic health records (EHRs) in hospitals is the first step in meeting the requirements for “meaningful use” in order for hospitals to receive the CMS incentive payments.  The EHR system must meet the certification standards set by the U.S. Health and Human Services Department (HHS) three different times.  The vendors must be able to report meaningful use criteria for 2011 and then to meet the upcoming meaningful use criteria for 2013 and 2015.   The first ONC Certified HIT Product List (CHPL) was published on October 9, 2010 with a list of vendors who meet the criteria.  According to Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology HITECH, EHR technology is classified as Complete EHRs are certified to meet all applicable certification criteria adopted by the Secretary in the Standards and Certification Criteria Final Rule.  EHR Modules are those EHR technologies that have been tested and certified to at least one of the certification criteria adopted by the Secretary in the Standards and Certification Criteria Final Rule. Due to the regulatory requirement that EHR Modules be tested and certified to the security criteria, as elaborated in the Temporary Certification Program Final Rule, EHR Modules will typically be tested and certified to more than one of the adopted certification criteria (ONC, 2010). 

Each Complete EHR and EHR Module included in the CHPL has been tested and certified by an ONC-Authorized Testing and Certification Body (ATCB), and reported to ONC by an ONC-ATCB, with reports validated by ONC. Only those EHR technologies appearing on the ONC-CHPL may be granted the reporting number that will be accepted by CMS for purposes of attestation under the EHR Incentive Programs.
 The comprehensive list with the criteria for each vendor is located on http://onc-chpl.force.com/ehrcert/productperformanceoverview.  Included in the Complete EHR list are eClinical Works LLC version 8.0.48; Epic System’s EpicCare Ambulatory – Core EMR version Spring 2008 and EpicCare Inpatient – Core EMR Version 2007.19.12, P2 Sentinel Version 4.2.1; NextGen Ambulatory EHR version 5.6 SP1; GE’s Centricity Advance version 4.0; and Allscripts Professional EHR version 9.2.  Included in the Module list are Allscripts ED 6.3 Service Release 4 and Allscripts Peak Practice version 5.5; QRS, Inc.’s PARADIGM version 8.3 and Wellsoft EDIS version 11 (ONC, 2010).  The list is a snapshot of the vendors at the time of certification; the CHPL will be updated periodically.  The CHPL is version 1 and version 2 has promised to have more information available for those choosing a vendor.  Below are the criteria for every vendor.  Each vendor is scored according to this list of criteria and can be found on the website next to each certified vendor so that a purchaser can determine how each vendor scored.  Not all the criteria must be met for a vendor to become certified.
	[image: image1.png]


170.302(a) Drug-drug, drug-allergy interaction checks.
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170.302(b) Drug formulary checks.
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170.302(c) Maintain up-to-date problem list.
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170.302(d) Maintain active medication list.
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170.302(e) Maintain active medication allergy list.
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170.302(f) (1) Record and Chart Vital signs.
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170.302(f) (2) Calculate Body mass index.
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170.302(f) (3) Plot and display growth charts.
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170.302(g) Smoking status.
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170.302(h) Incorporate laboratory test results.
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170.302(i) Generate patient lists.
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170.302(j) Medication reconciliation.
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170.302(k) Submission to immunization registries.
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170.302(l) Public health surveillance.
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170.302(m) Patient specific education resources.
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170.302(n) Automated measure calculation.
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170.302(o) Access control.
	[image: image18.png]


170.302(p) Emergency access.
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170.302(q) Automatic log-off.
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170.302(r) Audit log.
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170.302(s) Integrity.
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170.302(t) Authentication.
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170.302(u) General encryption.
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170.302(v) Encryption when exchanging electronic health information.
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170.302(w) Accounting of disclosures (optional).
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170.304(a) Computerized provider order entry.
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170.304(b) Electronic prescribing.
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170.304(c) Record demographics.
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170.304(d) Patient reminders.
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170.304(e) Clinical decision support.
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170.304(f) Electronic copy of health information.
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170.304(g) Timely access.
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170.304(h) Clinical summaries.
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170.304(i) Exchange clinical information and patient summary record.
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170.304(j) Calculate and submit clinical quality measures.
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170.306(a) Computerized provider order entry.
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170.306(b) Record demographics.
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170.306(c) Clinical decision support.

	[image: image39.png]


170.306(d) (1) Electronic copy of health information.
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170.306(d) (2) Electronic copy of health information Note: For discharge summary.
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170.306(e) Electronic copy of discharge instructions.
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170.306(f) Exchange clinical information and patient summary record.
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170.306(g) Reportable lab results.
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170.306(h) Advance directives.
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170.306(i) Calculate and submit clinical quality measures.
	

	
	 
	 


Each hospital and provider must meet some of the meaningful use criteria listed in the vendor criteria above.  The next article in this series will discuss hospitals criteria for 2011 to insure they receive the incentive payments.
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